The reign of Queen Elizabeth was a great age for miniature painting. This court art in small scale was in fact the beginning of the long tradition of English portraiture. George Clifford, earl of Cumberland, was a typical Elizabethan courtier, gambler, seaman, and buccaneer. He succeeded to the title at the age of twelve, inheriting a handsome property. After several years of study at Cambridge and also at Oxford, applying himself especially to mathematics and geography, he embarked on a 120
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addition to its excellence as a work of art, it shows the earl wearing a suit of armor now in the Museum collection. Both are on exhibition in the armor galleries.
Like most miniatures the Cumberland portrait, painted in water color on vellum, was a personal adornment intended to be worn like a jewel, not to be preserved in a box. Hilliard, Court Limner, with a monopoly over royal miniature portraiture under Elizabeth and also under James I, was also a jeweler and goldsmith. The miniature is set in a frame of mercury-gilded copper, apparently the original, with a solid back and a convex glass front. A half-round molding with a suspension loop and decorative spirals encircles the frame, which is of redder gold than the molding and loop. 
